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Find Partners in Patriotism on Social Media 
Find Partners in Patriotism on Twitter and 
Instagram by following @PIPFoxboro, and on 
Facebook by liking “Partners in Patriotism.” 
These accounts are dedicated to news and 

information important 
to the Foxborough 
community.

It was a special event season for 
the ages, as Gillette Stadium hosted 
700,000+ fans at a venue-record 12 
concerts, welcomed the largest Monster 
Jam crowd in Gillette Stadium history, 
set a new single-show attendance record 
and more over an unprecedented four-
month stretch. With a record season 
also comes record revenue generated 
for the Town through the Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes (PILOT) agreement between 
Foxborough and The Kraft Group. The 
PILOT is paid revenue the Town receives 
for leasing the land Gillette Stadium oc-
cupies to The Kraft Group, and is based 
on each ticket issued for all stadium 
events. For external events like concerts, 
the town receives $3.16 per ticket sold, 
with this year’s total coming in at nearly 
$2.3 million. This year’s whopping figure 
shatters the previous high in external 
events revenue, which came in around 
$1.5 million.

Home improveMENT
Residents play key role in stadium enhancements

RECORD YEAR
The start of the 2023 NFL sea-

son marked the completion of 
the largest and most transformative 
Gillette Stadium 
improvements 
since the sta-
dium opened 
in 2002. The 
$250 million 
renovation was 
entirely private-
ly financed by 
the Kraft family 
and has com-
pletely trans-
formed Gillette 
Stadium’s 
appearance, 
greatly enhanc-
ing the event day 
experience and 
cementing Foxborough and Gillette 
Stadium as a premier destination for 
years to come.

Among the highlights of the new 
stadium enhancements is the Gillette 
Stadium Lighthouse, a new signature 
22-story lighthouse with a 360-de-
gree observation deck open to 
guests year-round. The project also 
features the largest outdoor video 
board in the country, as well as the 
G-P Atrium, a new 50,000 square 
foot function space overlooking the 
game field, and the reimagined Enel 

Plaza. The improvements also include 
the Ticketmaster entry canopy, a 
remodeled Row of Honor, the Bud 

Light Celebration 
Beer Hall, the 
Pepsi Grab & 
Go, connectivity 
on the upper 
concourse for 
movement 
east to west, 
increased 
restroom 
capacity and 
permanent bars 
and concession 
locations featur-
ing new product 
offerings.

Such an ex-
tensive project 

takes a full team effort to complete 
and like always, we’re proud to have 
Foxborough as a key member of that 
team. Several residents were among 
the robust group of contractors, 
architects, engineers, construction 
workers and countless others who 
worked on this 20-month project, 
each playing a key role in getting the 
north end zone and stadium ready 
for the Patriots’ home opener on 
Sept. 10.

             See TEAM EFFORT, Page 6     

On Sept. 7, the Kraft family and stadium officials 
celebrated the completion of the most dramatic Gillette 
Stadium enhancements since the venue opened in 2002.
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Important Resident Information for 2023 Army-Navy Game
The historic 2023 Army-Navy 

Game presented by USAA will 
come to Foxborough, New England 
and Gillette Stadium for the first 
time ever on Dec. 9, 2023. This 
event is so much more than a foot-
ball game and we want to ensure 
residents are informed and aware 
of the various elements involved 
with the Army-Navy Game and dif-
ferences from a Patriots game so 
they can plan accordingly. 

First, 55,000+ ticketholders for 
this sold-out game are not regular 
attendees of Patriots games, with 
many visiting Gillette Stadium and 

Patriot Place for the first time. We 
look forward to giving them a warm 
Foxborough welcome along with 
each of you come Dec. 9. It is also 
important to note that parking lots 
and gates will open earlier than a 
standard Patriots game, with lots 
opening at 9 a.m., gates opening 
at 11 a.m., the traditional march-
on starting at 12:10 p.m. and the 
game kicking off at 3 p.m. (and 
broadcast nationally on CBS). Resi-
dents should note that the dozens 
of buses transporting the teams, 
Cadets from West Point and Mid-
shipmen from Annapolis will access 

the stadium via Mechanic and 
Beach Street, resulting in the semi-
closure of these streets in advance 
of the game from approximately 
9 until 10:30 a.m., and following 
the conclusion of the game from 
approximately 7 until 8:30 p.m. 
Additionally, there will be a series 
of military aircraft flyovers taking 
place during practice sessions on 
Friday, Dec. 8 and in the lead-up to 
the game on Saturday. 

This game will certainly be a his-
toric occasion and we’re honored 
to host it here in Foxborough. For 
the residents that aren’t selected 

in the Resident Rewards Program 
lottery and won’t have the chance 
to attend the game, there will still 
be plenty of opportunities to be 
a part of the festivities. There will 
be a special fan fest hosted in the 
Enel Plaza on Thursday and Friday, 
not to mention the Patriot Games, 
which will take place throughout 
Boston on Friday before the game. 

We will continue to share infor-
mation regarding the 2023 Army-
Navy Game and related events as 
soon as it’s available via PIP social 
media and website (GilletteSta-
dium.com/Partners-in-Patriotism). 

The special events season got 
underway in May with Monster 
Jam as 46,223 fans, the largest 
Monster Jam crowd in venue 
history, turned out to watch Grave 
Digger, Megalodon and more 
compete in gravity-defying stunts. 
Just a few weeks later, the historic 
2023 Concert Series presented 
by Dunkin’ kicked off with three 
sold-out nights of Taylor Swift | 
The Eras Tour on May 19-21 
and continued with Ed Sheeran’s 
+ - = ÷ x Tour (June 30 & July 1); 
Luke Combs’ 2023 World Tour 
(July 21-22); Beyoncé’s Renais-
sance World Tour (Aug. 1); Bruce 
Springsteen & The E Street Band’s 
2023 Tour (Aug. 24 & Aug. 26) 
and Billy Joel & Stevie Nicks (Sept. 
23) before concluding with Karol 
G’s Mañana Será Bonito Stadium 
Tour on Sept. 28.

Over the four-month run, Gil-
lette Stadium welcomed a record 
700,000+ fans to a venue-best 
12 shows, shattering the previous 
mark of nine concerts set during 
the 2016 and 2022 Concert 
Series. The single-show atten-
dance mark was also among the 
records broken this summer, as 
71,723 fans turned out to see 

Ed Sheeran’s July 1 performance 
at the home of the Patriots and 
Revolution, besting a figure that 
had previously stood since 2009. 
The summer slate also featured 
the first time music legends Billy 
Joel and Stevie Nicks shared the 
same stage in New England, 
as the two icons performed an 
unforgettable night of live music 
on Sept. 23. Fittingly, the 2023 
Gillette Stadium Concert Series 
ended on a historic note as 
global superstar Karol G both set 
a new venue record for the most 
female headliners in one concert 
season, and became the first 
Spanish-language and Latin artist 
to headline Gillette Stadium, when 
she took the stage on Sept. 28. 
In all, the 12 shows netted more 
than $2.1 million in ticket revenue 
for Foxborough, with Monster Jam 
and the Premier Lacrosse League 
Quarterfinals accounting for an 
additional $172,500 in revenue. 
To put those numbers in context, 
the approximate $2.3 million in 
PILOT revenue generated thus far 
in 2023 could fund any of the fol-
lowing in Foxborough, according to 
the 2022 Annual Town Report:

• All FY22 salaries for the Town 
Manager’s Office, Town Clerk, 

Planning Board, Municipal Build-
ings, Inspections, Board of Health, 
Council on Aging and Veterans 
Services.

• All FY22 expenses for the Po-
lice Department, Fire Department, 
Public Works, Snow & Ice, Library, 
Recreation, Street Lighting, Elec-
tions & Registration, Conserva-
tion, Solid Waste Collection & 
Disposal and Health Services. 

• All of the Town’s FY22 sewer 
enterprise fund appropriations. 

• 87 percent of the Town’s 
FY22 principal debt service 
expenses. 

The nearly $2.3 million in rev-
enue does not include additional 
external event ticket revenue from 
the 2023 Army-Navy Game, which 
will be played at Gillette Stadium 
and in New England for the first 
time ever on Dec. 9. It also does 
not include ticket revenue from 
the Patriots and Revolution 
games, with the town slated to re-
ceive $1.82 for each ticket sold at 
the conclusion of each team’s re-
spective season. Finally, property 
taxes from Patriot Place and Kraft 
Group-owned parking lots and the 
numerous tourism tax revenues 
the stadium and Patriot Place 
generate for the town throughout 

the year like meals and hotel oc-
cupancy taxes, are not a part of 
that multi-million figure. 

It’s been a historic year at Gil-
lette Stadium, with the completion 
of the new north end zone, the 
biggest acts in music taking their 
talents to Foxborough and more. 
With Zach Bryan and Metallica 
already announced for next year 
and more exciting news com-
ing soon, 2024 promises to be 
another great year in the 02035. 
We appreciate Foxborough’s 
continued partnership and look 
forward to closing out 2023 with 
the Army-Navy Game, Patriots and 
Revolution seasons and more!   

RECORD YEAR: Historic Events Season Brings in 
Milestone $2.3 Million in Revenue for Foxborough
From PAGE 1

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism
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faces of foxborough	
GENO DUHAIME 

A Season Ticket Member since 1999, you’d 
be hard-pressed to find someone more qualified 
to be an expert on Patriots history than Geno 

Duhaime. Geno has been a Guest Services Associate at 
The Patriots Hall of Fame presented by RTX for the past 
seven years, greeting guests, educating them on team 
history and sharing his love for football on a daily basis. 

“I love meeting the guests from all over the world. We 
have people from every continent that come in and are so 
excited to be here,” Geno said. “They’ve got their jerseys 
on, and they’ve spent money to travel here, so I try to 
make everybody’s day and have them walk out of here 
with a smile. I give it 150 percent and I enjoy it.”

Geno and his wife 
relocated from Dedham to 
Foxborough seven years 
ago and enjoy the perks of 
being a resident, including 
being closer to the stadium 
on game days. When Geno’s 
not at the stadium for a 

game or working at The Hall, his favorite Foxborough 
activities include going out to eat at local restaurants and 
taking scenic walks throughout town.

“It’s a great environment and I really enjoy living in the 
town,” Duhaime said. “Everybody’s friendly. The people are 
great. Foxborough has a lot to offer, from the team, to the 
stores and the community.”

For longtime resident and 30-year Patriots Season Ticket 
Member Tom Magee, it was love at first tailgate. 

Magee first decided to purchase his season tickets in 1993, 
right before the Kraft family bought the team in 1994 and 
ushered in a run of dominance unlike anything the NFL had ever 
seen. But three decades and six Super Bowl championships ago 
before everything changed for the better, Magee still decided to 
take his Patriots fandom to the next level, making a long-term 
commitment to the team by purchasing season tickets. Wouldn’t 
you know it, one long-term commitment led to another, as Magee 
first met his wife and self-proclaimed townie, Laurie, after park-
ing at her family’s house ahead of a game. 

“We started dating after I started parking at her parents’ 
house for the Patriots 
games because her 
brother was one of my 
friends from college,” Ma-
gee said. “When he found 
out I had season tickets, 
he said ‘Oh you should 
park at my parents’ house, 
it’s so close by.’ I guess you 
could say that the Patriots 
are responsible for my 
marriage.”

From that fateful first 
meeting, the rest was history, with Magee moving to Foxborough 
in 1998 and eventually raising his family in town. While he’s cre-
ated his own Foxborough family history, Magee’s also enjoyed a 
front-row seat to Patriots history, sitting in the north end zone 
for countless games and moments forever memorialized in both 
the story of the team and the fabric of the NFL itself. But even 
after so many games, there’s one that sticks out in his memory. 

“The Snow Bowl has to be my favorite, still,” Magee said. “We 
were on the opposite end of the tying kick, so we watched the 
ball go into the snow and lost it. We just waited to hear the cheer 
from the other side that it had actually gone through. And then 
the winning one was kicked right at us. That was the last game in 
the old stadium, went out with a bang.”

Over the years, Magee has enjoyed games with friends and 
family, making countless memories and sticking with the team 
through thick and thin. Living in the town the team calls home 
makes everything a little sweeter.

“I love the team and the fact that it’s so closely tied to the town 
is an amazing 1-2 punch,” he said. “I get to brag about being a 
Patriots STM and ‘Oh, by the way, I live right up the street from 
the team.’ To see everything that the Kraft family does for the 
town, the different ways that they contribute, where players will 
show up – I mean that stuff’s just awesome because it would be 
so easy to do nothing. From where the franchise was before the 
Krafts bought the team to now, it’s a model franchise and that’s 
really cool.”

Love at First Tailgate: Celebrating 
this Quarter’s STM Spotlight

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism



4

PATRIOT PLACE NEWS

Permanent Weekday Commuter Rail 
Service Rolls Into Foxboro Station

After many years of partner-
ship and collaboration between 
The Kraft Group, Patriot Place, 
Town of Foxborough, Massa-
chusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority (MBTA) and the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation (MassDOT), 
permanent weekday com-
muter rail service to and from 
Boston’s South Station offi-
cially began at Foxboro Station 
on Monday, Oct. 2. 

The start of permanent ser-
vice came after the completion 
of a year-long weekday service 
pilot at Foxboro Station that 
began on Sept. 12, 2022. The 
successful pilot exceeded tar-
geted goals in all key metrics, 
including ridership, operations 
and creating new opportuni-
ties for reverse commuters 
traveling to Foxborough. 
The service also presents a 
continued opportunity to serve 
special event activity at Gillette 
Stadium and Patriot Place. 

Permanent weekday 
commuter rail service from 
Foxboro Station officially began 
when the MBTA’s fall/winter 
schedule went into effect on 
Oct. 2. The schedule contin-
ues to feature a total of 11 
inbound and 10 outbound daily 
trips during peak commuting 
times with stops at Back Bay 
Station, including an inbound 
train arriving at South Station 
at 8:15 a.m. and an outbound 
train departing South Station 
at 5:32 p.m. The schedule 
is available in its entirety at   
mbta.com/foxboro. 

“We are thrilled that our 
many years of partnership 
with the MBTA, MassDOT 
and Town of Foxborough has 

culminated in permanent 
weekday commuter rail service 
at Foxboro Station,” said Brian 
Earley, Vice President and 
General Manager of Patriot 
Place. “Permanent commuter 
rail service is a key element to 
drive economic development in 
this region, establishing an ac-
cessible link between Foxbor-
ough, Patriot Place and Gillette 
Stadium with the greater 
Boston area. We appreciate 
the continued support of our 
riders, with permanent service 
bringing a huge benefit to the 
community and commuters 
alike.”

“Establishing permanent 
service at Foxboro Station was 
identified as a goal in Foxbor-
ough’s Master Plan and will 
contribute to the sustained 
economic growth of our region 
by creating an important con-
nection between Foxborough 
and the greater Boston area,” 
said Foxborough’s Acting 
Town Manager, Paige Dun-
can. “Foxboro Station offers a 
convenient and easily acces-
sible transportation option for 
local residents commuting to 
Boston, as well as for reverse 
commuters traveling to Fox-
borough for work or to support 
our local businesses. It’s been 
a pleasure to work in partner-
ship with The Kraft Group, 
MBTA and MassDOT to bring 
permanent weekday com-
muter rail service to fruition in 
Foxborough.”

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com/foxboro. 
Additional questions and com-
ments about Foxboro Station 
can be directed to FoxboroSta-
tion@Patriot-Place.com. 

Restoration Hardware Outlet 
Latest Addition to Patriot Place

Restoration Hardware Outlet, a curator of design, 
taste and style in the luxury lifestyle market, will 
open their newest location at the Patriot Place South 
Marketplace this fall. Restoration Hardware Outlet 
offers a wide range of furniture, lighting, textiles, 
rugs, bathware, décor and outdoor, as well as baby & 
child and teen products. 

“With their unmatched combination of inspired 
design and unparalleled quality, Restoration 
Hardware Outlet promises to be a great addition to 
Patriot Place,” said Brian Earley, Vice President and 
General Manager of Patriot Place. “Their collections 
of timeless classics and authentic reproductions 
crafted in partnership with some of the world’s most 

renowned artisans will 
provide our guests with 
everything they need to 
furnish their homes with 
their own unique vision.”

Restoration Hardware 
Outlet will be located in 
the Patriot Place South 

Marketplace and feature a state-of-the-art showroom 
with Restoration Hardware Outlet experts on hand 
to assist guests with furnishing the home of their 
dreams. For additional information about Restoration 
Hardware Outlet’s newest Patriot Place location, visit 
patriot-place.com/restoration-hardware-outlet/. 

PATRIOT PLACE NEWS

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism
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Way to Bee: Residents Come to the Rescue at Revs Match
A local couple’s pandemic 

hobby came in handy when a 
bee swarm was discovered in 
the north end of Gillette Stadium 
moments before the start of a 
New England Revolution match 
on June 24. Diana Griffin, 
lifelong Foxborough resident and 
Director of Marketing for Patriot 
Place, and her husband, Matt, 
began beekeeping in 2020 as 
their interest in gardening grew 
during the pandemic (you can 
keep up with their ongoing pur-
suits by following @JosephRoad-
Gardens on Instagram).

“We kind of honed in on our 
skills outside of working because 
the things that you used to be 
able to do, you couldn’t do any-
more,” Diana said. “My husband 
and I always joked about bees 
and beekeeping. For Christmas, 
he surprised me with two hives 
and registered us for a course 
to take through the Norfolk 
County Agricultural School.”

So when stadium staff came 
across the swarm, they knew 
just who to call. 

“I didn’t know where the 
swarm was when we started to 

head to the stadium. Even as we 
came through stadium security 
and walked through the tunnel, 
it still wasn’t registering,” Matt 
said. “All of a sudden we were 
on the field, dressed up in our 
bee suits in front of thousands 
of people.”

Surprised to learn that the 
bees had taken up residence on 
the field, Matt and Diana sprang 
into action to safely clear the 
swarm. The pair were able to 
relocate the bees from the sta-
dium to hives in their own back-
yard without incident, leaving 

fans to enjoy an “unbeelievable” 
Revs victory over Toronto FC.

Recapping A Year of Exclusive 
Resident Rewards Program Offers 

This fall marks one year 
since the Resident Rewards 
Program (RRP) featured its 
first exclusive presale, kicking 
off with a bang as verified resi-
dents had the opportunity to 
purchase tickets to the global 
phenomenon known as Taylor 
Swift | The Eras Tour. 

Even with Swift’s three-day 
stint at Gillette Stadium being 
the hottest ticket in town (and 
maybe the country), 100 per-
cent of Foxborough residents 
who registered for the RRP 
and successfully provided 
proof of Foxborough residency 
had the opportunity to pur-
chase tickets, with residents 
ultimately buying more than 
1,000 total tickets to the 
shows. In the months since the 
launch of the RRP, there have 
been 10 exclusive Resident 
Rewards Program offers, 
1,331 verified members of the 
Program and 2,638 concert 
tickets purchased by 352 dif-
ferent residents through these 
exclusive presales (all data as 
of 9/20/23). Verified resi-

dents also had the opportunity 
to claim their complimentary 
Patriots in-stadium practice 
tickets via the RRP, with 591 
residents claiming nearly 
3,400 tickets to see the team 
play under the stadium lights 
for the first time in the 2023 
season. All in all, 60 percent 
of verified members have 
redeemed at least one offer via 
the RRP, with more exclusive 
resident offers rolling out all 
the time. In the most recent 
offer, verified members of the 
RRP could enter a resident-
only lottery, with randomly se-
lected residents receiving the 
opportunity to purchase two 
tickets to the historic 2023 
Army-Navy Game, which will be 
played at Gillette Stadium and 
in New England for the first 
time on Dec. 9.

If you’re not one of the 
1,300+ residents already reg-
istered for the RRP, what are 
you waiting for? Residents can 
sign up online at GilletteSta-
dium.com/Partners-in-Patrio-
tism and after their residency 

is successfully verified, will be 
able to purchase tickets to 
concerts and other Gillette 
Stadium events during desig-
nated sale periods, download 
complimentary tickets to the 
Patriots in-stadium practice 

and be the first to know about 
other offers as they come up. 
More information is avail-
able on the PIP website and 
additional questions can be di-
rected to FoxboroResidents@
GilletteStadium.com. 

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism
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Chris McNamara, who has called 
Foxborough home for 23 years, is 
one of the residents who played an 
integral role in the construction of 
the new north end zone. McNa-
mara and his company, C Mac Inc., 
were contracted to do concrete 
work on the new Row of Honor 
and field-level Bud Light Celebra-
tion Beer Hall. Starting in February, 
McNamara was on site up to six 
times a week getting ready for 
opening day. 

“We did any excavation concrete 
work and placement, grading and 
foundations for the Celebration 
Beer Hall and Row of Honor,” 
McNamara said. “I’ll bring people 
with me to Patriots games and the 
first thing we do is walk over to the 
Row of Honor and then we can look 
down [at the Celebration Beer Hall] 
and say, ‘These are the two proj-
ects that we did.’ The first thing I do 
is show people what we did, what 
we accomplished this year.” 

McNamara has done concrete 
work for The Kraft Group for 17 
years, coming on site almost 
weekly. He describes a great sense 
of pride to have been a key part of 
so many projects over the years, 
including literally helping lay the 
foundation for different elements at 
the same place thousands of fans 
enjoy throughout the year.

“It makes me feel great and 
proud to be a part of it,” McNa-
mara said. “It makes me feel happy 
that we have this [Gillette Stadium 

and Patriot Place] here. Not every-
body gets to see the final product 
at the end. I walk my dog here every 
day and I said to my wife, ‘In six 
short hours, this will be completely 
filled with people. 68,000 of them 
to be exact.’ It’s remarkable and 
rewarding. It makes me want to go 
to work every day.”

Another key local partner on 
various projects over the years is 
Foxborough-based Colwell Group. 
Although they didn’t directly work 
on the north end zone, the archi-
tecture firm has worked on dozens 
of projects at both Gillette Stadium 
and Patriot Place over the past 
decade. Dennis Colwell, a lifelong 
resident, and Justin Marshall, a 
Foxborough native and 1998 FHS 
grad, have been part of the design 
of the Patriots virtual training room, 
team trophy room, various Patriot 
Place retail tenants, the TKG Build-
ing, stadium command center and 

more over the years to support the 
stadium and organization’s ever-
growing and developing needs. 

“We handle design and we see 
projects through to completion,” 
Colwell said. “I can almost walk 
through the entire length of Patriot 
Place and point at almost every ten-
ant and say, ‘We worked on that.’ 
Whether it’s from the landlord per-
spective or from the tenant side, 
we’ve kind of touched every piece of 
that pie up there, which is fun.”

For Colwell and Marshall growing 
up right down the street, Gillette 
Stadium and Patriot Place hold a 
special place in their hearts. Being 
a part of the design of various ele-
ments of both entities has been a 
full-circle moment for them both.

“Growing up, I was actually a ball 
boy and equipment manager for 
the Pats for seven seasons,” Col-
well said. “To work with them and 
then graduate college and come 

back and be an architect that gets 
to work with The Kraft Group, that’s 
really exciting as a Foxborough 
kid. It’s a part of Mr. Kraft’s vision, 
it’s part of the Patriots vision, it’s 
part of Foxborough, it’s part of our 
fabric. To be able to bring friends, 
walk through Patriot Place and stop 
at some shops we worked on – it’s 
not just exciting, I’m super proud of 
it and I think it’s such an amazing 
transformation.”

“I grew up in Foxborough as a 
huge Patriots fan and I love the 
game, but I also respect how 
the team operates and runs the 
business outside the football that 
everyone thinks of,” Marshall said. 
“It’s amazing to see what that 
stadium has become from what it 
once was when we were growing 
up in town. It’s wonderful to see the 
success of the stadium, the team, 
Patriot Place and to be a small part 
of that is huge.”

HOME TEAM EFFORT
Recognizing residents’ 

contributions to stadium 
enhancements

From PAGE 1
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As Kraft Sports + Entertainment’s game presentation team 
prepared for the start of the 2023 Patriots season with a new 
video board, lighthouse and additional stadium enhancements, 
they turned to another Foxborough football team for help. 

KS+E enlisted the Foxborough High School football team for 
a full game presentation rehearsal, with the team simulating 
a number of situations including team intros, touchdowns, 
kickoff and more. The team’s assistance was essential to 
help KS+E prepare not only to use the brand-new NEZ to its 
full capabilities, but to also help with timing and setup as the 
Patriots got ready to welcome back Tom Brady with a special 
halftime ceremony at the home opener. 

“The Patriots reached out to see if our team could help them 
out in testing the pregame ceremonies, team entrances in the 
tunnel, the National Anthem and with actual practice time on 
the field, watching themselves on the new screen,” said head 
coach Jack Martinelli, who’s led FHS’ football program for 42 
years. “It was a wonderful experience and provided some extra 
practice time for our kids and a fleeting moment of what it’s like 

to be a New England Patriot.”
FHS football got a sneak peek 

at the Patriots’ brand-new game 
presentation elements, including 
the use of the largest outdoor 
videoboard in the country, 
the 22-story Gillette Stadium 
Lighthouse, new team intros 
(including new lights and game 
presentation elements in the 
team’s walk from the locker room 
to the field) and more during a 

memorable Saturday afternoon.
“Our favorite part was the opportunity to help out the Patriots 

and get a glimpse of all the preparation that goes into a NFL 
game that most people don’t realize,” Martinelli said. “The kids 
were amazed and honored to do something for the Patriots 
that have done so much for the Foxborough community.”

FHS Football Helps 
KS+E Prep for 

Season Opener
HOME TEAM EFFORT
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The Wade family doesn’t 
hail from Foxborough origi-
nally, first moving to town 
from Michigan seven years 
ago. The family relocated 
to the 02035 for several 
reasons, chief among them 
finding a town within close 
proximity of top-tier health-
care and medical resources 
for their daughter, Estelle. 

Estelle was born with a 
rare genetic condition called 
Gould Syndrome and has 
also been diagnosed with ce-
rebral palsy, blindness and 
epilepsy, and is non-verbal 
and a quadriplegic. Now 15 
years old, Estelle has a busy 
schedule between school, 
medical appointments and 
therapies, and activities 

like swimming and adaptive 
horseback riding. In order to 
get to each of these various 
activities, Estelle requires 
the use of an accessible van. 
So when the trusty van the 
family had used for the past 
12 years showed signs of 
breaking down, the Wades 
knew they needed to find 
a solution. With the cost 
of a new van approaching 
$80,000, Estelle’s mother, 
Karin, who doubles as her 
daughter’s primary care-
taker and biggest advocate, 
decided to turn to the 
Partners in Patriotism Fund 
for help. 

“The old van was rusted 
out, it was missing a piece 
and kept breaking down,” 

Karin said. “I knew I needed 
a new one, but it’s double 
the cost from what it was 
12 years ago. I talk to a 
group of mothers that 
are all advocates for their 
children as well, and we’re 
all blown away by how 
expensive these vans are. 
I was looking at the PIP 
Newsletter one day and I 
thought, ‘Why not apply [for 
a grant]?’ and so I did.”

Moved by Estelle’s story, 
the PIP Fund granted the 
Wade family $10,000 to 
help offset the cost of this 
expensive but essential van. 
Coupled with donations from 
the community, the Wades 
purchased their new van at 
the end of June, enabling 
them to safely transport Es-
telle everywhere she needs 
to go. 

“She goes to physical ther-
apy, she goes to Children’s 

[Hospital), we’ve had three 
appointments in less than 
24 hours,” Karin said. “Be-
fore I was nervous that we 
were going to get stranded 
– AAA isn’t going to be able 
to get her anywhere. The 
new van is dependable and 
it’s been a huge help.” 

Complete with new 
technology, including an 
automated wheelchair ramp 
which can be activated with 
the push of a button, Estelle 
is now traveling in style in 
a brand-new van that the 
Wades hope will last for 
another decade-plus. 

“It is so touching and 
heartwarming that people 
take the time to care about 
other people,” Karin said. 
“Mr. Kraft has been so 
generous to Foxborough, 
and the fact that we’ve been 
included in that generosity 
means a lot.”  

Partners in Patriotism FUnD

PIP Fund Helps Wade Family 
Purchase New Accessible Van

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism
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DATE OF APPLICATION: 

Request for Donation 

Partners in Patriotism Fund 
The Partners in Patriotism (PIP) Fund is a registered nonprofit organization committed to supporting Foxborough-based 
groups and organizations that make a positive, lasting impact in the Town of Foxborough. The PIP Fund assists groups, 
organizations, individuals and philanthropic projects that benefit or improve the quality of life in the Town of Foxborough. 
The PIP Fund Grants Committee meets monthly to review grant applications in the order they are received. 

Our community grants are intended to support philanthropic, charitable and humanitarian efforts of Foxborough 
nonprofits, organizations, civic and community groups that directly benefit the Town of Foxborough. The Fund does not 
fulfill sponsorship requests or projects, programs and events that do not have a direct benefit to the Town of Foxborough. 

A portion of our funds also serve as a means of financial assistance to Foxborough residents who experience an 
unexpected emergency or loss. These personal assistance grants are intended to provide recipients with permanent 
financial solutions following an unexpected loss or sudden emergency that has drastically impacted the applicant’s 
financial situation.  

Every line of this form must be completed accurately and your need for funding must be stated clearly in 
order to be considered for review. Please attach support documentation and additional typed pages to this 
application as needed. For more information, visit www.GilletteStadium.com/Partners-in-Patriotism  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

CONTACT NAME (REQUIRED): _____________________________________________________ 

NAME OF ORGANIZATION OR INDIVIDUAL: ___________________________________________

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________  

PHONE:________________________________    EMAIL:________________________________

AMOUNT OF REQUEST:____________ DATE FUNDING IS NEEDED (Be specific): _______________ 

REQUEST INFORMATION 

Please provide a detailed summary of your request, including the need for funding and a breakdown of 
estimated expenses. Please feel free to also attach supporting documents and additional pages to the 
application that will share your story and assist the Grants Committee in assessing your request. 

If this request is approved, are you willing to share this news publicly via local media? Note, your response 
has no bearing on whether this application is approved. 

Yes______   No______ 

By submitting this form to the Partners in Patriotism Fund, you acknowledge that the Fund may request to 
review and verify certain information, including financial information, with regards to your request. 

Mailing address: Partners in Patriotism Fund, One Patriot Place, Foxborough MA 02035 
 Or scan and email to: PIPFund@Patriots.com



	
	

Each week, PIP highlights a member of the community as 
a #NoteworthyNeighbor, a person whose selflessness and 
generosity makes Foxborough a better place. Noteworthy 
Neighbors recognized during the past quarter* include:

• Dan O’Malley, a recent FHS grad who was a member 
of the National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, and 
Science Honor Society; 

• Peter Souaiden, who was a three-sport athlete on the 
hockey, lacrosse and golf teams during his time at FHS;

• Aine Fitzpatrick, valedictorian of FHS’s Class of 2023;
• The kindergarten students at Sage School, who raised 

over $400 at their annual popup shop for new playground 
equipment and to benefit The Birthday Party Project;

• Dawn Doyle, a Burrell Elementary School teacher who 
helped students grow through education for 18 years;

• Stephanie Amanze, who won the overall gold medal 
at the Massachusetts History Day competition for her 
research on the Women’s War of 1929;

• The Foxborough third grade AAU girls basketball 
team, who won the Chase for the Chain, Massachusetts 
State, Rhode Island State and National championships;

• Naomi Boucher, who 
serves veterans as secretary 
of the Veteran Services Advi-
sory Committee, chairperson 
of the VFW Post 2626 Educa-
tion Committee and member 
of the VFW Auxiliary;

• Cathy Bagley, who raffles 
off handmade quilts to benefit 
charities and organizes the 
annual Thanksgiving Whoopie 
Pie Fundraiser for veterans;

• Theresa Petty, a well-
ness teacher at FHS who 
organized Foxborough’s first 
Special Olympics Field Day;

• Mark and Meghan Fitton, 
who have raised over $7,000 
for Team IMPACT as they 
train for the NYC Marathon; 

• Quincey, Dempsey and 
Jackson Augusta, Kenley 
and Kassidy Manning and 
Lainey Rolince, whose annual 
lemonade stand has raised 

almost $1,000 for ConfiKids, Foxboro Animal Hospital, The 
Doolittle Home and Boston Children’s Hospital; and

•  Adam Taj, who shares the personal stories of local 
immigrants as producer and director of Foxboro Cable Ac-
cess’ “My Immigration Story.”

If you would like to nominate a future #NoteworthyNei-
ghbor, email us at FoxboroResidents@GilletteStadium.com, 
and check out @PIPFoxboro on Twitter and Partners in Pa-
triotism on Facebook every Friday to see the latest honoree.

                                                               As of production date Oct. 13, 2023

A Noteworthy Quarter
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
HONORED AT PATRIOTS 

PRESEASON GAME
As a final congratulations and 

celebration for their accom-
plishments at Foxborough High 
School before they took the next 
step and headed off to college, 
the Kraft family welcomed the 
2023 PIP Scholarship recipi-
ents to Gillette Stadium for the 
Patriots preseason matchup 
against the Houston Texans on 
Aug. 10. 

Casey Dahl, Payton Francis, 
Lauren Lavallee, Peter Souaiden 
(Dan O’Malley was unable to 
attend) and their guests joined 
Patriots owner and CEO Robert 
Kraft on the sideline to watch 
the team warm up and had the 
special opportunity to watch the 
game from the club level.

“It was a great honor and 
privilege to not only attend the 
game but to be recognized,” 

Souaiden said. “To be selected 
as a PIP scholarship winner and 
then given the opportunity to 
be on the field with the play-
ers pregame and to meet Mr. 
Kraft was an experience like no 
other.”

BOYS SOCCER GRANTED 
$600 FOR PRACTICE 

EQUIPMENT
Despite being the smallest 

team in the Hockomock League, 
players on the FHS boys soc-
cer team have set themselves 
apart through their hard work 
and dedication to the game. In 
support of their efforts, the PIP 
Fund granted the team $600 to 
cover the cost of a new flat goal 
and turf conversions. This new 
equipment allows for smaller 
training groups and practice 
games, helping them develop 
their skills and take their game 
to the next level.

PIP Fund Continues 
Community Impact

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism
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YMCA Flag Football 
Team Takes in Training 

Camp as VIP Guests 
As the Patriots prepared for the 2023 season during train-

ing camp, another Foxborough football team was in atten-
dance to cheer them on. The Patriots Foundation invited the 
Hockomock Area YMCA’s Integration Initiative Flag Football 
team to watch practice from the VIP tent, even getting photos 
and autographs from players afterwards. The Integration 
Initiative provides unique, innovative and impactful opportuni-
ties for children, teens and young adults with special needs 
and their families, and one of these programs is the Y’s flag 
football team. Among the all-stars on the roster are lifelong 
Foxborough residents Brian Santos and Mike McCarthy.

Santos enjoyed his first opportunity to attend training 
camp, pointing to the chance to meet some of the players as 
his favorite part of the day. 

“It was so much fun to be able to see my favorite team in 
person,” he said. 

McCarthy shared in Santos’ excitement for the event, at-
tending alongside his dad, Jim, who also coaches the team.

“It’s been an amazing experience watching the program 
grow and how committed the athletes are,” Jim said. “Visiting 
Gillette Stadium is the reward for all their hard work.” 

Residents Enjoy 
Season Preview at In-

Stadium Practice
With the Patriots’ prepa-

rations for the 2023 season 
well underway, the team 
made their season debut 
under the Gillette Stadium 
lights on Aug. 4 for their an-
nual in-stadium practice. In 
what has become an annual 
tradition, thousands of Fox-
borough residents and Sea-
son Ticket Members took to 
the stadium en masse with 
family and friends to cheer 
on their hometown team 
during this exclusive season 
preview. 

Among the Foxborough 
faithful in attendance was 
11-year resident Matt Hen-
derson and his eight-year-old 
son, Jacob. When asked 
what he was looking forward 
to at the practice, Jacob 
said, “everything!” He wasn’t 
disappointed, enjoying a fun 
evening of football with his 
father. Matt shared in his 
son’s excitement, as the two 
made lasting memories at 
the complimentary event. 

“It was really cool to see 
Mac Jones play. Mac was 
kind enough to take a pic-
ture with him at the Found-
ers Day parade and Jacob 
was excited to now see him 
in action. I look forward to 
taking Jacob to a 

game in the future,” Matt 
said. “It really was a fantas-
tic event.” 

Jen Shanahan, who has 
called Foxborough home for 
the past three years, treated 
her parents Lorraine and Mi-
chael to the full Foxborough 
resident experience. 

 “I love what the Kraft fam-
ily has done for the Patriots 
and Foxborough community,” 
Jen said. “I only moved to 
Foxborough three years ago 
but have come to quickly 
appreciate resident events 
like this. I’m proud to call 
the home of the Patriots my 
hometown as well.”

For five-year residents 
James and Katie Killion, 
giving their children, Camryn 
and Austin, the opportunity 
to sit close to the field was 
the best part of the event.

“We never get a chance to 
sit down this close with our 
son, who is a superfan. We 
live close to the stadium, so 
it’s a nice perk,” Katie said. 
“We couldn’t be happier with 
all the fun things Gillette Sta-
dium offers us as residents. 
The stadium is a huge part 
of this community and being 
able to do things like going 
to see special practices is 
great.”

Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism Partners in PatriotismPartners in Patriotism



Resident Playbook

Gillette Stadium
One Patriot Place
Foxborough, MA 02035

The holidays are right around the corner and there’s 
no better place to ring in the season than Patriot Place! 
One lucky resident will win a holiday shopping spree and 
can get ready for the holidays at the shopping, dining 
and entertainment destination. 

The winning resident will receive a $200 Patriot 
Place gift card that can be redeemed at any of Patriot 
Place’s signature venues for holiday shopping, end of 
year celebrations and more.  

Details on how to enter this exclusive resident 
offer can be found in the photo caption. No purchase 
necessary to enter or win. Void where prohibited or 
restricted by law. Must be age of maturity in jurisdiction 
of residence to enter. 

To enter to win this Foxborough resident sweepstakes,  please fill 
out the form located within the “Resident Playbook” section online at  
GilletteStadium.com/Partners-in-Patriotism. One winner will be  
chosen at random and notified via email. The deadline to enter  
the sweepstakes is Nov. 27, 2023 at 11:59 p.m. For rules and 
regulations, visit GilletteStadium.com/Partners-in-Patriotism.

How to Win
WIN A HOLIDAY 

SHOPPING SPREE AT 
PATRIOT PLACE 

PRESORTED
STANDARD
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N. READING, MA
PERMIT NO. 211
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